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Robotic-Assisted Surgery (RAS) is a procedure to treat different surgical conditions. It 
involves using robotic instruments to treat your surgical condition. 

What complications can happen? 
The James Paget Hospital surgical team are highly trained to reduce the risk of complications during 
surgery. Possible complications include those which can happen following any procedure and 
specific complications relating to the organ being operated on.  
These are explained in EIDO Healthcare patient leaflets provided. 
Complications relating to RAS and Key-hole surgery are outlined below: 

• Damage to structures such as your bowel, bladder or blood vessels when inserting 
instruments into your tummy (risk fewer than 3 in 1000). The risk is higher if you have had 
previous surgery on your tummy. If an injury does happen, you may need open surgery. About 
one in three of these injuries is not obvious until after the procedure. 

• Developing a hernia near one of the cuts used to insert the ports (risk 1 in 100). Your surgeon 
will try to reduce the risk by using small ports (less than a centimeter in diameter) where 
possible or if they need to use larger ports using deeper stitches to close the cuts.  

• Surgical emphysema (a cracking sensation under your skin) caused by trapped carbon dioxide 
gas which settles quickly and is not serious.  

• Gas embolism. This is when carbon dioxide gets into the blood stream and blocks a blood 
vessel. This is very rare but can be serious.  

• Conversion to open surgery. The procedure may be very difficult for your surgeon to perform 
using keyhole surgery. If this is the case, they may need to do the procedure through larger cut 
on your tummy so they can complete it safely. Open surgery may increase your risk of some 
complications such as VTE, bleeding and infection.   

If you have any further questions please telephone 01493 453181 during the hours of 8am and 
4pm Monday to Friday. 
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