
TIA pathway 

 
Transient symptoms 
unlikely to be TIA 
 
Loss of consciousness 
Transient global 
amnesia 
Positive visual 
symptoms (eg flashing 
lights) 

 

Transient symptoms 
likely to be TIA 
 

Unilateral weakness 
(face, arm or leg) 
Unilateral sensory 
disturbance (eg face, 
whole arm or leg) 
Visual loss 

Speech disturbance 

Patient presents to GP 
or A&E with suspected 

TIA 

(symptoms lasting <24h) 

Symptoms 
completely 
resolved when 
seen? 

Not completely 
resolved – 
possible stroke 
 

Initial assessment  
to include ABCD2 score 

Admit EADU 
999 
 

Yes 
No 

High risk 
features 

Investigation and 
Referral 
 

ECG 
FBC, ESR, U&E, LFT 
Random glucose 
Cholesterol 
 

Fax referral form 
same day to fast 
track TIA service  
01493 453325 

Driving 

advice 

DVLA rules 
Stop driving 
for minimum 
1 month 

Initial management 
Aspirin 300mg od 
(unless on warfarin) 
Simvastatin 40mg od  
 
If allergy to aspirin 
give clopidogrel 75mg 

High risk patients 
 
ABCD2 score ≥4 
Multiple events in 
short time 
(crescendo TIA) 
TIA on warfarin 
 
Give aspirin 300mg 
(unless on warfarin) 
 
Admit EADU for 
urgent assessment 

 

Seen in OPD <7 days 

 

Further investigation 
and management 
 
Carotid dopplers 
CT, Echo, 24h tape 
where appropriate 
Anticoagulation where 
appropriate 

 

Yes 

No 


